RAMSBURY 69/98
We began our judging visit by parking in the village square beside the magnificent old oak tree. The seating beneath it provided a perfect place to pause and appreciate the character of the village centre. We then made our way to the notice board before strolling through the surrounding streets, admiring the attractive properties. House names such as The Old Church and The Old Bakehouse sparked our imaginations, prompting us to wonder what village life may have looked like in years gone by.
From there, we headed to Midway Stores, which was bustling with activity and clearly serving as an important hub for the community.
Our travels then took us along Tankard Lane towards The Paddocks. This was a delightful surprise and felt more like a peaceful country lane than a residential area. It was exceptionally well maintained and blended naturally with its surroundings. Cranmer Cottage was another standout feature, presented to an excellent standard and adding greatly to the charm of the village.
We continued on to the preschool and primary school, where we were delighted to discover the old school bell. It was wonderful to see such a traditional feature preserved, and we found ourselves hoping it still rings out to start the school day.
Throughout our walk, we noticed numerous dog waste bag dispensers attached to lampposts. All appeared well stocked, which may explain why we did not encounter any evidence of dog fouling during our visit. It was a simple but effective initiative that clearly contributes to the cleanliness of the village.
We then made our way to the Church Rooms and Holy Cross Church. The church is an attractive building set within well-kept grounds, creating a welcoming and peaceful atmosphere. Nearby, the war memorial was lovely, approached via a simple pathway enhanced by thoughtful planting. The memorial itself was dignified and respectful, providing a fitting place for reflection.
Passing the Royal British Legion building, which looked smart as a button, we continued to the library. We were intrigued by several historic stones with names etched into them. Although we were unsure of their significance, they added interest and character to the area.
Next, we visited the flint-fronted community charity shop and the public toilets located within the Memorial Hall car park. It was excellent to find the facilities open on a Sunday, and we were pleased to report that they were clean, tidy and fully functional.
As we continued our walk, we passed the WI telephone box, brightened by cheerful sunflower displays. The book exchange inside was neat, organised and inviting, reflecting the community spirit evident throughout the village.
The community orchard was another lovely feature. The thoughtfully positioned table and bench provide an ideal place to sit and enjoy the surroundings, while the young trees promise to create an even more attractive setting as they mature over the coming years.
The fitness trail was a fantastic asset and one that we could easily imagine becoming a regular part of daily life for residents. This surrounded the play area, where traditional equipment such as the classic seesaw sits comfortably alongside newer additions including an impressive zip wire and climbing frame. The blend of old and new worked exceptionally well.
Our final destination was the Kennet Triangle. We were unsure what to expect, but it proved to be one of the highlights of our visit. The area was wonderfully tranquil, with the gentle sounds of flowing water and rustling trees creating a peaceful atmosphere. The clarity of the water and the natural beauty of the surroundings made it a truly special place, and one where we could happily have spent much longer.
Overall, we found this to be a welcoming village that successfully combines its rich heritage with modern community facilities. The village benefits from a wonderful balance of historical character, attractive green spaces and facilities that are clearly valued by residents. Most importantly, there is a sense of community throughout, with local people evidently working together to create a place they are proud to call home.
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